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Inside... 


Native American history 
uncovered 


Archaeologists are studying two 
Native American camp sites 
along Interstate 5 and Ore. 260 in 
Southern Oregon. 


Quake training 


ODOT and Portland area 
transportation jurisdictions 
participated in earthquake 
structural inspection training. 


Video conferencing 
tested at DMV 


DMV is conducting a pilot 
project with video conferencing 
that could cut expenses for 
administrative hearing 
participants. 


Salmon migration made 
easier 

Culverts ona tributary of the 
Clackamas River have been 
retrofitted with metal baffles to 
aid fish in their travels up stream. 
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ODOT road crews brace 
for another long winter 


With mountains of stockpiled road maintenance 
materials, a full compliment of equipment, and a well- 
trained work force, ODOT will again keep the hassles of 
winter driving at a minimum and the roads safe for 
Oregon drivers. 

winter as bad as last year? You've got to be kid- 
ding! 

It’s no joke, according to Phil Volker, a meteorologist 
who provides ODOT with long-range forecasts through 
his Extended Range Weather Forecasting Company. 

“Not necessarily wind or flooding, but I think the 
potential for freezing conditions and snow and ice will 
be significant this year,” Volker said. “It could be very 
similar to what we had in 1992-93, which was one heck 
of a winter in terms of snow and ice.” 

Volker believes winter could arrive as early as this 
month particularly in the Coast and Cascade mountain 
ranges, Columbia River Gorge, and eastern and central 
Oregon. Last fall marked the beginning of a four-month 
period in which Oregonians faced some of the most 
dangerous and unusual weather patterns in state history 
— record rain in November, major windstorms in 
December, a blast of snow- and ice-storms in January 


Transportation bill 


Oregon $200 


he fiscal year 1997 Transportation Appropriations 
Bill became law Sept. 30 when President Clinton 
signed the bill that gave Oregon more than $200 million. 
But Oregon’s gain comes with an immeasurable loss — 
the upcoming retirement of Oregon Sen. Mark O. Hatfield, 
chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee. 
“Improving the quality of life of Oregonians has been 
one of my highest priorities during my tenure in the 
Senate,” Hatfield said recently. “The funding included 
in this legislation for projects such as Light Rail, high 
speed rail, and funds for other Oregon mass transit 
projects are directly related and designed to improve the 
quality of life for all Oregonians. I am proud of the 
achievements we have been able to make in this bill.” 
“Senator Hatfield has done a marvelous job in providing 
support for transportation in Oregon,” said ODOT 
Director Grace Crunican. “This is, unfortunately for us, the 
last time we will work together in appropriations before his 
retirement. Senator Hatfield will be sorely missed by 
everyone involved in transportation in Oregon.” 
The bill contains a wide spectrum of important 
transportation projects located throughout Oregon. 
p Westside Light Rail — $138 million in additional 
funds to keep the project on track and on schedule. 
p South-North Light Rail — $6 million for pre- 
liminary engineering costs. 
p High Speed Rail — $8.65 million for track sig- 
nals, grade crossing, and station improvements 
to accommodate high speed rail. Of the original 
funding, $3 million is targeted for Positive Train 
Separation technology that will allow increased 
rail traffic and speeds while increasing safety. 
p Columbia River Highway — $3.7 million for res- 
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Snow, ice and freezing conditions may well be on the way 
and ODOT crews stand ready. 


and massive flooding in February. 

With last year’s weather still fresh in the memories of 
most employees, ODOT maintenance personnel say 
they are ready for another go round. 


gives 
million 


toration costs of the Historic Columbia River 
Highway. 

p Oregon bus and bus facility projects — $18.83 mil- 
lion for bus purchase and facility projects in Eu- 
gene, Hood River, Portland, Salem and Wilsonville. 

p Portland Air Traffic Control Tower and the Kla- 
math Falls Air Traffic Control Tower — $14.9 mil- 
lion and $3.9 million, respectively, for costs associ- 
ated with the construction of the new towers. 

p Electronic Weigh Station Pilot Project — $7 mil- 
lion for the Oregon Green Light CVO project 
that is designed to demonstrate the benefits of 
employing Intelligent Transportation System 
technology to improve the efficiency and safety 
of commercial vehicle operations. 

p Port of Portland — $5 million for debt retire- 
ment expenses. 

Hatfield also played a key role in financing four 
Amtrak trains scheduled to be discontinued, including 
one passing through Oregon. The Senate Appropria- 
tions Committee included $22.5 million in an omnibus 
appropriations bill to keep the Pioneer passenger train 
and three other trains running for the next six months. 
With little more than two hours to spare before the start 
of the federal fiscal year on Oct. 1, the president signed 
the bill into law Sept. 30. 

Jason Tell, ODOT senior federal policy analyst, said 
that Hatfield’s commitment to transportation was 
evident as he ushered his final appropriation bills 
through committees. 

“These bills are a tribute to Senator Hatfield’s leadership. 
It will be a tremendous loss once he leaves the Senate,” Tell 
said. (Written by Beth Wilson, (503) 986-3429.) w 


Partnerships improve roadway safety 
Ontario area motor carrier inspection 


sidelines 94 trucks and 28 drivers 
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ODOT set up 
portable scales, 
and everyone 


pitched in to help. 


9? 


DOT’s Motor Carrier Enforcement officers and 

safety specialists, along with the Oregon State 
Police, recently inspected and weighed trucks 
around-the-clock for three days in Ontario, Vale and 
Nyssa. 

“During the Eastern Oregon exercise, Internal Rev- 
enue Service representatives and diesel compliance 
officers also checked trucks for use of dyed diesel fuel, 
which is supposed to be used for off-road purposes 
only,” said Dave McKane of ODOT’s Motor Carrier 
Transportation Branch. “ODOT and police inspectors 
placed 94 vehicles out of service for equipment viola- 
tions; enforcement officers placed 28 drivers out of 
service and discovered 34 vehicles that failed to obtain 
proper permits; and the IRS issued 11 citations for using 
dyed, untaxed fuel on the highway.” 

The Multnomah County Sheriff's Office organized a 
similar but shorter exercise with ODOT motor carrier 
enforcement and safety personnel from Portland, 
Gresham and Fairview, the Troutdale police, and 


Washington County sheriffs deputies. 

The Multnomah County exercise was held at the 
grounds of the Multnomah Greyhound Park, where a 
portable scale was set up. 

“We had great participation from all the agencies 
involved,” said Sgt. John Blackman of the Multnomah 
County Sheriff's Office. “ODOT set up portable scales, 
and everyone pitched in to help. Of the vehicles in- 
spected, 22 were placed out of service for equipment 
violations, and eight drivers were placed out of service 
for hours-in-service or license violations.” 

Blackman had words of praise for everyone who 
participated in the event. 

“This is the kind of partnership that makes a big 
difference in roadway safety. The officers who selected 
trucks for inspection, the ODOT enforcement and 
inspection personnel all did an excellent job,” Blackman 
said. (Written by Mac McGowan, public information 
representative for Motor Carrier Transportation, (503) 
986-3451.) 7 


Two sites yield Native American history 


An archaeology team from the Oregon 
State Museum of Anthropology 
document a Native American site 
along Limpy Creek in Southern 
Oregon. 


he present is 

providing some 
invaluable insights 
to the past along 
two Oregon high- 
ways. 

ODOT sponsored 
two major archaeo- 
logical recovery 
projects this sum- 
mer, one at the 
Limpy Creek Bridge 
on the Rogue River 
Loop Highway (Ore. 
260) in Josephine 
County and one at 
the intersection of 
Interstate 5 and the 
North Santiam Highway (Ore. 22) in Salem. 

“The Limpy Creek site is unique because it is a small 
residential camp devoted to hunting and fishing,” said 
Hal Gard, ODOT archaeologist. “All sites previously 
investigated in this region have been large villages dating 
from an early period.” 

Gard said the site spans a period from just before 
Euro-American contact to approximately 1853, when 
the U.S. government relocated local tribes to reserva- 
tions following the Rogue River Wars. He said this time 
was one of great change and upheaval for Oregon tribes. 
Disease decimated the population and immigrants 
displaced the tribes from their traditional territories. 

ODOT workers discovered the Limpy Creek site while 
conducting preliminary geological tests for a new bridge 
in 1995. Additional test excavations discovered signifi- 
cant deposits that would be disturbed by excavation 
work. 

Working under a partnership agreement with ODOT, 
Oregon State Museum of Anthropology archaeologists, 
in cooperation with local Native American tribes, began 
recovery excavations in July. Workers continued exca- 
vating the site until mid-August, when they discovered 
fragmentary human remains. At the request of the Siletz 
and Grand Ronde tribes, excavations halted and a 
Medford area maintenance crew “capped” the site with 
250 yards of rip-rap. 

Gard said that, although analysis of the material 
recovered at the site has just begun, “preliminary 
analysis indicates this site was a special use site used as a 
camp for hunting deer and bear and for fishing. Sites 


such as this provide insight into a greater range of 
activities important to the aboriginal economy.” 

Artifacts recovered at the site included numerous 
arrowheads, a unique carved stone lamp, an 1830 half- 
dime, trade beads, sheet tin and a large number of 
fishing net weights. 

The Interstate 5-Ore. 22 site is providing a rich source 
of materials dating back approximately 5,000 years. The 
interchange spans Mill Creek, long known to be the site 
of ancient campgrounds. ODOT plans to widen I-5 
from four to six lanes with a wide enough median to 
eventually accommodate two additional lanes. 

“This site has been well known for a long time,” said 
Gard. “We are working on a complex of six sites within 
the construction area.” 

He added that the site is so large, archeologists de- 
cided to stage the work over a two-year period. The first 
stage, begun in September, is a detailed site and topog- 
raphy mapping effort. 

Archaeologists will use the information collected this 
fall to plan a large-scale excavation next summer. 

“We hope to learn more about how the original 
inhabitants of this area used these sites,” Gard said. “At 
what time of the year did they gather here? What plants 
were economically important to them? What were the 
external relationships of the site’s occupants? How did 
the use patterns change over time?” 

“We believe the site holds the answers to this ques- 
tions,” he added. 

Gard said excavation work should not hold up 
construction at either the Limpy Creek or I-5 site. 
(Written by Dave Davis, Regions 2 and 3 public informa- 
tion representative, (503) 986-3426.) 9 


Artifacts found at the Limpy Creek site include 
arrowheads, a carved stone lamp and fishing net weights. 


Transportation partners train for 
consistent earthquake response 


M ost Oregonians know that a big earthquake is 
possible in the Northwest. Oregon’s 1993 Spring 
Break quake served as a reminder to public and private 
agencies that preparation is essential. The American Red 
Cross and state and local emergency services are actively 
preparing residents for earthquakes. 

Earthquake preparedness of another type took place 
recently in the Portland area. ODOT, the city of Port- 
land and Clackamas, Multnomah and Washington 
counties participated in a simulated exercise to assess 
bridge damage resulting from a quake. The purpose of 
the exercise, the first ever held in Portland, was to make 
sure teams used the same procedures for evaluating 
structure damage, providing consistency no matter 
which jurisdiction team conducted the evaluation. 

Inspection teams from each jurisdiction evaluated 
simulated structural damage and took appropriate 
action based on past training, including proper damage 
reporting and structural marking. 

The teams met at a specific spot and then where 
dispatched to quickly assess and report the condition of 
a specific route, with emphasis on structural damage 


developed the damage 
assessment training program. 
During the past five years, 
ODOT has made significant 
progress in its seismic 
retrofit efforts on bridges 
statewide. The department 
recently has completed a 
map depicting weak areas 
in state and local systems; 
developed a seismic risk 
map assessing Oregon’s 
earthquake risk; and 
retrofitted about 80 bridges. 
(Written by Kathy Conrad, 
Region 1 public information 
representative, (503) 731- 


8264.) w bridges for damage. 


Participants in a simulated earthquake exercise check Portland area 


How would ODOT bridges stand? 


How would ODOT’s bridges stand should a sizable earthquake happen tomorrow? 
According to Craig Shike, structural design engineer for ODOT, 2,000 of Oregon’s 2,700 
state-owned bridges are in need of seismic retrofit work. That effort has an estimated price 


assessment. 
The exercise also highlighted any communication and 


coordination problems. 

ODOT Incident Response Coordinator Gene Juve was 
pleased with the effort. 

“Training and preparation for this exercise began 
several months ago,” Juve said. “By combining our 
limited resources and focusing our assessment effort, we 
will be better prepared to quickly assess routes that will 
best serve the Metro area under emergency conditions.” 

According to Juve, ODOT’s Milwaukie bridge section 


Elliott named Communications Branch manager 


ohn Elliott was named the new Communications 
eee manager after serving as interim branch 
manager since last February. ODOT Director Grace 
Crunican announced Elliott’s selection after a competi- 
tive interview process. 

Sections of the Communications Branch include 
Community Relations, Governmental Relations, Public 
Affairs and support for the Director’s Office. 

Elliott said the results of a recent communication 
audit point to a clear plan for improving ODOT’s 
internal and external communication. 

“The audit showed us our strengths and weaknesses. 
It’s time to move aggressively to correct some of our 
communications shortfalls and capitalize on our strong 
points,” Elliott said. 

“We're exploring lots of options on how to improve 
communication. We’ve built our ODOT web site on the 
Internet and developed the Inside ODOT phone line, 


tag of $800 million. 


Priority bridges essential for emergency services will be retrofitted first. Contracts to 
retrofit seven bridges were contracted during 1995. In addition, more than 60 seismically 


deficient bridges have been replaced since 1990. 


A project to create a seismic retrofit prioritization tool for local agencies should be 
available by Oct. 31, 1996. This tool also will give ODOT the opportunity to combine state 
and local agency seismic retrofit data into one database. This tool is a computer program 


that provides a preliminary ranking of bridges needing seismic retrofit. 


and we now publish TranScript Extra for breaking news. 
But, these new communication channels are just the 
beginning.” 

As the next state legislative session nears, Elliott said 
Governmental Relations will focus on helping the 
director form a legislative agenda, as well as representing 
Oregon’s interests on federal legislation. 

“One of our collective key assignments is to help 
secure increased funding for transportation needs,” 
Elliott said. “We also provide support to the Oregon 
Transportation Initiative and lead efforts to more closely 
involve our city and county partners in transportation 
issues.” 

Elliott has been a state employee for 16 years, and 
holds a bachelor of science from Western Oregon State 
College in Monmouth, and a master of public adminis- 
tration from Portland State University. (Written by Beth 
Wilson, (503) 986-3429.) -w 


John Elliott 


Ousterhout accepts Safe Haven position 


DOT’s new Safe Haven coordinator said she is 
excited and eager to help employees with their 
ethics questions. 

“I want people to feel free to call. We'll work together 
to find answers or the resources to help,” said Chloe 
Ousterhout, an 11-year employee of the department. 

Safe Haven provides a way for employees to safely 
raise ethics questions, Ousterhout said. 

“Tt’s the place for employees to go if all other alterna- 
tives are exhausted or unacceptable to the employee,” 
she said. “The program assists employees with ethical 
decision making or reporting a questionable situation.” 

Ousterhout brings a lot of experience to her new 
position. She began her ODOT career at DMV as a 
clerical assistant, and was part of the implementation of 
the DMV and Oregon Womens’ Correction Center 
telephone answering program. She also was the initial 


supervisor of the inmates and evaluated how well the 
program worked. 

Ousterhout has served as a caseworker for two gover- 
nors, Goldschmidt and Roberts. Most recently, she was 
the ODOT citizen representative responsible for over- 
seeing citizen complaints made to the department and 
the governor’s office. 

She said that her background will help her in her new 
job. 

“My past positions have given me a wonderful balance 
of knowledge about ODOT. The citizen representative 
job dealt with external customers and now I have 
internal customers with Safe Haven. I'll get a different 
perspective on ODOT. 

Ousterhout can be reached at 1-800-858-6797 for 
those calling from outside of Salem, and 986-3429 for 
those calling from the Salem area. w 


Chloe Ousterhout 
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An expanded perspective on efficiency 


John Kitzhaber 
Governor 
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These new approaches 
will have immediate 
effects in boosting the 
efficiency of our 
highway network — 
directly benefiting 
private sector users. In 
the long run, these 
measures will reduce 
the cost of highway 
facilities by reducing 
needs for future 
capacity 
improvements. 
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[' September, Gov. Kitzhaber spoke to the Transpor- 
tation Spending Task Force about the Oregon Trans- 
portation Initiative and efficiency at ODOT. A legislative 
panel, the task force is looking at ODOT practices. 
Following is an excerpt from his presentation. (See related 
Spending Task Force story on this page.) 

Transportation efficiency involves much more than 
the operating efficiency of our transportation agencies. 
Of much more critical importance is the efficiency of 
our overall transportation network. 

It is the efficiency of our transportation network that 
provides for the productivity of our industry and 
mobility of our citizens. Investments that make our 
transportation system operate more efficiently can have 
significant impacts by reducing transportation costs for 
travelers and shippers. We can reduce travel times, 
freight delivery times, wasted wages for employees stuck 
in traffic, and injury and losses from accidents. 

To cite just one example, ODOT estimates that the 
average large truck costs $67 per hour to operate. If that 
truck is stuck in traffic, the cost of transporting that 
cargo will go up and the economic competitiveness of 
that industry will be diminished. 

Four of the seven items under the efficiency heading 
of the Oregon Transportation Initiative Action Agenda 
have to do with improving the efficiency of the trans- 
portation system. These are: 

p Use access management and other tools to con- 

trol congestion on key routes. 

p Change truck traffic flows to recapture road ca- 
pacity by working with shippers, truckers and 
other affected groups. 

p Accelerate congestion management initiatives 
(Intelligent Transportation Systems). 

p Assess the feasibility of shifting freight traffic 
patterns to other regions to take advantage of 
underutilized capacity of railroads, ports, air- 
ports and highways. 

These measures should reduce both the public and 

the private costs of transportation. 

p Access management will help control congestion 
and improve safety by limiting the number of 
places vehicles enter and exit arterial roadways. 

p Intelligent Transportation Systems can help us 
manage the existing system better through the 
use of techniques like ramp metering, advisory 
signing based on real time information, central 
signal control and preferential signaling that 
help transit vehicles get in and out of stops with 
minimal traffic disruption. 

p Demand management seeks to reduce the num- 
ber of private passenger cars on the system by 
providing alternatives and incentives to use 
other modes of travel and non-travel ways of do- 
ing business. 

These new approaches will have immediate effects in 
boosting the efficiency of our highway network — 
directly benefiting private sector users. In the long run, 
these measures will reduce the cost of highway facilities 


by reducing needs for future capacity improvements. 

But implementation of these efficiency initiatives will 
require investment in the system. If we are going to be 
effective with access management, for instance, we must 
be able to change certain design aspects of our roads, 
and coordinate effectively with local governments. In 
the case of Intelligent Transportation Systems, things 
like automated driver advisory, centralized signal 
control, and priority bus signals have been proven to 
have dramatic impacts on congestion far greater than 
similar sized investments in added lanes. But, they still 
require investment. 

Finally, as the OTI Regional and Statewide Advisory 
Committees noted in their reports to me, deterioration 
of our transportation infrastructure is threatening the 
livability and economic future of the state. Improve- 
ments in efficiency are absolutely essential and can 
significantly reduce the investment gap. 

Iam committed to working with you to find solutions 
to our transportation challenges. As recommendations 
emerge from the OTI committees, I will seek your advice 
in shaping a legislative package in order to develop a 
consensus solution we can all have confidence in.w 


[he Oregon 
Transportation Initiative 


The Oregon Transportation Initiative entered its 
second phase when Gov. Kitzhaber announced an 
Action Agenda to implement the recommendations of 
the Statewide and Regional Advisory Committees. 
These committees held more than 34 meetings 
throughout the state. 


The Action Agenda addresses five general areas of 
concern. 

p Efficiency initiatives. 

p Preservation and maintenance of a base system. 

p Linking to livability and economic opportunity. 

p Regionalize and streamline decision making. 

p Transportation funding. 


Although some of these items are long-term issues, 
others can be implemented immediately. Gov. 
Kitzhaber appointed short-term committees in four 
areas to make recommendations on implementing the 
following: 

p Continuous efficiency improvement — how to 
gain | percent per year in efficiency on road 
maintenance and preservation for the future. 

p Base system identification — if maintenance 
and preservation of the base system are top pri- 
ority, then how do we define that system. 

p Introducing livability and economic develop- 
ment criteria and regionalizing decision mak- 
ing. 

p Funding principles and proposals (this committee 
will not be convened until the work of the base 
system committee is finished). 


Spending Task Force hears ODOT testimony 


DOT top management has been engaged in 

testimony before a legislative committee — The 
House Interim Task Force on Transportation Spending 
— since March. Convened last fall by House Speaker 
Bev Clarno, the group is examining ODOT’s use and 
distribution of federal and state transportation funds. 

The task force has met six times and listened to a 

management team member deliver testimony at each 
meeting. The task force has heard presentations on 
Oregon’s transportation structure, DMV’s new com- 
puter system, and ODOT’s changing role in transporta- 


tion regarding ISTEA requirements and the Oregon 
Transportation Initiative. Director Grace Crunican 
traveled to Bend Sept. 12 and 13 to speak about ODOT’s 
successes and efficiency measures, and she addressed 
ODOT’s hiring of women, minorities, and persons with 
disabilities at a meeting in Salem Oct. 16. 

Representative Bob Montgomery of Cascade Locks is 
the chair of the task force. Other members of the 
committee are Representatives Avel Gordly of Portland, 
Tim Josi of Bay City, Jane Lokan of Milwaukie, and 
Charles Starr of Hillsboro.w 
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DMV tests video conferencing for hearings 


A young woman, her lawyer and a DMV employee 
sit in a small conference room in Salem. They’re 
there to hold an administrative law hearing following a 
charge of driving under the influence. The police officer 
who made the arrest also must attend to testify, but he 
hasn’t arrived yet. A few seconds later, an image of the 
officer in uniform comes onto the large television 
monitor at the head of the table. The hearing can begin, 
even though the officer is 25 miles away. 

Video conferencing is rapidly catching on in the 
corporate world. But when it comes to using it in 
government agencies, the Oregon DMV is leading the 
way by conducting a pilot program to hold hearings by 
video. 

Randy Fraser, chief administrative law judge with the 
program, said the pilot will show DMV if video 
conferencing can save travel time for state employees 
and law enforcement officers. 


Hearings judges travel many miles 


The DMV Hearings Program conducts all ODOT 
administrative hearings. These include hearings on 
uninsured accidents, vehicle title disputes, dealer 
licensing and motor carrier issues, Fraser said. A major- 
ity of the hearings — between 300 and 350 each month 
— are on Oregon’s “implied consent” law dealing with 
drunk driving charges. It is these implied consent 
hearings that are being used in the pilot program. 

The program has 25 administrative hearings judges 
around the state: 12 based at DMV headquarters in 
Salem, 11 in the Portland area, and one each in Medford 
and Springfield. The judges travel around the state to 
hold hearings in local communities for the convenience 
of the motorist and the arresting officer. Travel time 
makes up about 25 percent of their work, Fraser said. 

“We travel thousands of miles around the state to 
conduct about 6,000 hearings each year,” he said. “The 
arresting officer must also attend the implied consent 
hearing or the charges are dismissed. So it’s to the state’s 
advantage to be able to accommodate those officers as 
much as possible.” 

Oregon communities are flung far and wide, some- 
times making it difficult for all parties involved. For 
instance, a person arrested for drunk driving in 
Corvallis must attend a hearing at DMV headquarters in 
Salem 35 miles away, along with a lawyer, if they choose 
to have one. The arresting officer also must make the 
trip, taking at least two or three hours out of the work- 
day and taking time away from the police force. 


Creating a better way 


Program manager Dwight Apple began thinking 
several years ago, “What if there were a way to hold 
these hearings by video?” 

“My vision was that, eventually, the state might have 
regional video centers that could be used by various 
state agencies for a multitude of reasons,” Apple said. 
“Hearings, training and staff updates could all be 
conducted by video.” 

After discussing the idea and its possibilities, the 
ODOT Transportation Safety Section and the Federal 
Highway Administration applied for and received a 
federal grant, plus 10 percent matching state funds, to 
run a pilot program testing video conference technology 
at DMV. The total grant came to almost $50,000. 

Fraser said they approached law enforcement agencies 
in Linn and Benton counties about participating in the 
program. The Linn County Sheriffs Office in Albany 
stepped up to the challenge. A monitor and camera are 
set up in a secure room in the sheriff's office and is now 
being used by eight local police agencies, including the 
Oregon State Police, to hold implied consent hearings 
with DMV in Salem. 

“Obviously, this technology could someday be 


applied in 
Eastern 
Oregon and 
other 
locations 
much farther 
away,” 
Fraser said, 
“but for the 
purpose of 
the pilot, we 
chose the 
Albany area 
so it would 
be easier to 
work out 
any kinks.” 


Participants 
praise 
pilot 
program 


The kinks have been minimal and using the technol- 
ogy is fairly simple, Fraser said. The main unit is set up 
in a small conference room in the DMV headquarters in 
Salem. It consists of a large television monitor that has a 
remote camera mounted on top, and a smaller camera 
mounted to a stand nearby on which important docu- 
ments can be beamed to the officer in Albany. A small 
microphone sits in the center of the conference room 
table. 

Fraser said the cameras are operated by a remote 
control device similar to the type used on home televi- 
sion sets. The remote allows the administrative law 
judge to turn and focus the cameras at both DMV and 
in Albany. 

Praise has come from police officers and the hearings 
judges as well. 

“Even the attorneys think it’s a good idea,” Fraser 
said. 

The pilot ends Sept. 30, 1997. DMV will then make a 
report and recommendation to ODOT and the Federal 
Highway Administration. 

“Another advantage of this technology is that it 
would have an impact on several alternative modes,” 
Fraser added. “It cuts down on travel time, eliminates 
the use of state vehicles, which improves air quality, and 
it saves per diem costs to the state.” (Written by Natalie 
Barnes, DMV public information representative, (503) 
945-5465.) 7 
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DMV administrative hearings judges 
spend 25 percent of their time 
traveling to and from hearings 
throughout the state. Video 
conferencing would save travel time 
and expenses for all parties 
represented in the hearing. Above, a 
mock hearing shows Linn County 
Sheriff's Deputy Louis Lampreht (on 
the monitor) presenting testimony 
from Albany to DMV employees Pat 
Galloway (top), Paul Hegstrom (far 
left), and Dwight Apple (right), in 
Salem. 


Thank you to the ODOT employees who responded to the 
September TranScript article on volunteering in the community. 
More than 25 employees shared their volunteer activities. 


Director Grace Crunican wants Oregon citizens to know of the 
community contributions made by ODOT employees other than 
through work. Your volunteer information may be used in 
speeches to local community groups, chambers of commerce, or 


civic and fraternal organizations. 


If you missed last month’s article, but want to let us know about 
your volunteer work, call Beth Wilson, (503) 986-3429, or your 
region or branch public information representative. 


lena 1tions 


Appointments 


Promotions 


Retirements 


Leslie Alexander, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Sharon Arnold, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Gresham. 

Carolyn Bader, purchasing analyst 1, Bend. 

Linda Becerril, motor vehicle representative 1, Coos Bay. 

Nam Bui, associate transportation engineer, Salem. 

Cheryl Dixon, motor vehicle representative 1, Dallas. 

Dwayne Fox, support services supervisor 3, Salem. 

Steven Graville, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Sherwood. 

Rynelle Hoffman, personnel technician, Salem. 

Steven Hopper, motor vehicle representative 1, Salem. 

David Huber, motor carrier specialist 1, Pendleton. 

Candice Kennison, office specialist 1, Pendleton. 

Kathleen Lillico, motor vehicle representative 1, Portland. 

Jeffrey Moore, environmental program coordinator 2, 
Portland. 

Michael Navratil, motor carrier specialist 1, Pendleton. 

Robin Peterson, motor vehicle representative 1, Portland. 


Kenneth Reeder, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Grants Pass. 

Kathleen Reiten, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Davis Slough. 

Renee Rider, public service representative 3, Salem. 

Javier Robles, motor vehicle representative 1, Salem. 

Angela Rose-Lane, motor carrier officer 1, Ashland. 

Kathryn Ryan, principal executive/manager E, Corvallis. 

William Ryan, environmental program coordinator 2, 
Salem. 

Pamela Smisek, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Coquille. 

Natalie Smith, motor vehicle representative 1, Milton- 
Freewater. 

Michelle Spaulding, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Portland. 

Christine Stenerson, office specialist 1, Portland. 

Rodney Walker, management analyst 3, Salem. 

Julie Wilson, office specialist 2, Salem. 


V 


William Bennett, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Victor Bentley, office assistant 2 to office specialist 2, Salem. 

Joe Bonawitz III, fiscal coordinater 2 to principal execu- 
tive/manager D, Salem. 

Paul Bower, motor vehicle representative 3 to user sup- 
port analyst 2, Salem. 

Barbara Branstetter, data entry operator to office spe- 
cialist 1, Salem. 

Edward Chamberland, associate transportation engi- 
neer to transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Lance Clark, associate transportation engineer to trans- 
portation engineer 1, Salem. 

Tuonglinh Tran La, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Rich Crossler-Laird, associate transportation engineer 
to transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Joseph Denhof, fiscal coordinator 1 to fiscal coordinator 
2, Salem. 

Edward Duffy, exploration specialist 1 to exploration 
specialist 2, Bend. 

Gretchen Ghiorso, administrative specialist 1 to public 
service representative 4, Cascade Locks. 

Edward Hall, engineering specialist 2 to associate trans- 
portation engineer, Coquille. 

Ralph Harrington, purchasing analyst 1 to data com- 


munication technician 2, Salem. 

Gary Johnson, principal executive/manager E to princi- 
pal executive/manager G, Salem. 

Leann Linson, office manager 2 to principal executive/ 
manager D, Salem. 

Stephen Macnab, principal executive/manager F to 
principal executive manager G, Bend. 

Kimberly McAllister, office specialist 2 to administrative 
specialist 1, Salem. 

James McClure, office specialist 1 to personnel techni- 
cian, Salem. 

Lilly Nguyen, engineering specialist 3 to transportation 
engineer 1, Salem. 

James Risely, associate transportation engineer to trans- 
portation engineer 2, Coos Bay. 

Cynthia Sample, revenue agent 3 to program technician 
1, Salem. 

Valerie Schoenfeldt, management analyst 2 to manage- 
ment analyst 3, Salem. 

Thomas Schuft, principal executive/manager F to prin- 
cipal executive manager G, La Grande. 

Richard Sjolander, principal executive/manager C to 
principal executive/manager E, Salem. 

Ricardo Trevino, motor vehicle field office leader 1 to 
user support analyst 2, Salem. 

Wendy Trout, office assistant 2 to transporter, Salem. 


V 


Fredrick Crow, heavy equipment mechanic 1, La 
Grande, retired in September after 22 years of service. 

Mike Eden, highway maintenance supervisor 2, Ontario, 
retired in September after 30 years of service. 

Billy Fullen, highway maintenance specialist, Sisters, 
retiered in September after 23 years of service. 

Loyd Henion, principal executive/manager E, Salem, 
retired in September after 30 years of service. 


Kamal Kamadoli, principal executive/manager E, Sa- 
lem, retired in September after 34 years of service. 

Gary Larsen, principal executive/manager C, Salem, re- 
tired in August after 35 years of service. 

Beverly Riggers, office specialist 2, Salem, retired in Sep- 
tember after 16 years of service. 

Robert Wood, highway maintenance worker, Coos Bay, 
retired in August after 17 years of service. 


DMV feam swings to fame 
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heir name may be “Who Cares,” but a third league 
championship for this DMV coed softball team 
shows they actually do. 

The Salem-based team, comprised of DMV employ- 
ees, friends and family, walked away with its third 
consecutive league championship trophy this summer. 
The first team in the league’s history to accomplish the 
feat. 

Wil Broadbent, who works at the ODOT ISB Help 
Desk and is the “unofficial” team spokesman, said he 
personally plays for the fun and friendship, and as a 
“means of relieving life’s stresses in a healthy way.” 


“I know the therapeutic value of this activity for me 
and | think it applies to many others on the team and 
throughout the league,” he said. 

“Who Cares” and another DMV team called “Why 
Bother” have been staples in the Salem-area state agency 
league since it began in 1983. 

Members on “Who Cares” this year were Dan Corgan, 
Cathy Barker, Mark Belleque, Mike Bryant, Rodney 
Aguilar, Lana Tribbey, Sara Tribbey, Esther Reynoso, 
Jane Schoonmaker, Doug Schoonmaker, Karla 
McDonald, Chris Copeland, Kristin Chorak, Nancy 
Hirsch, Lorrie Fennimore and Wil Broadbent. w 


ervice award 


30 years 


Michael Barker, engineering specialist 3, Springfield. 
Michael Eden, highway maintenance supervisor 2, Vale. 
Paul Hailey, principal executive/manager D, Portland. 
Loyd Henion, principal executive/manager E, Salem. 
June Lemke, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Ben Purkey, systems analyst 2, Salem. 

James Sevcik, program technician 1, Salem. 


25 years 


Vera Hall, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Paul Harris, right-of-way agent 1, Portland. 

Russell Hopkins, right-of-way agent 2, Roseburg. 
Ronald Jennison, geologist 2, Portland. 

Thomas Myers, highway maintenance worker, Clackamas. 


20 years 


Carolynn Boling, public service representative 4, Portland. 
Debby Corey, program technician 1, Salem. 
David Stepp, motor vehicle representative 1, Salem. 


15 years 


Bruce Armstrong, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Margarita Benavidez, accounting technician, Salem. 

James Gierke, motor vehicle field office leader 1, 
Beaverton. 

Roger Hill, highway maintenance worker, Roseburg. 

Dennis Koho, principal executive/manager C, Salem. 

Judy Murray, motor vehicle field office leader 2, Salem. 

Raymond Salisbury, associate transportation engineer, 
Salem. 

Linda Zimmerman, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 


10 years 


Larry Bartlemay, highway maintenance specialist, Ar- 
lington. 

Debra Bohm, office spedialist 2, Salem. 

Lea Anne Brooks, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Betty Clark, highway maintenance specialist, Ontario. 

Debra Clark, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Richard Day, engineering specialist 2, Central Point. 

Edward Duffy, exploration specialist 2, Bend. 

Virgil Goodrich, highway maintenance specialist, Coos 
Bay. 

Diane Hazlett, executive support specialist 2, Salem. 

Michael Hoover, highway maintenance specialist, 
Steamboat. 

Steven Ingham, associate transportation engineer, Sa- 
lem. 

Karla Keller, principal executive/manager D, 
Clackamas. 

Martin Lindsey, highway maintenance specialist, 
Lakeview. 

Ricardo Listella, principal executive/manager D, Salem. 

Marvin Miller, highway maintenance specialist, 
Oakridge. 

Hector Morales, chemist 3, Salem. 

Floy Nendel, administrative specialist 1, Portland. 

Darrell Newton, engineering specialist 3, Troutdale. 

Gary Peterman, highway maintenance specialist, La 
Grande. 

Harry Platt, motor vehicle representative 3, Portland. 

Donna Pruett, engineering specialist 1, Eugene. 

William Terrell, highway maintenance specialist, The 
Dalles. 

Kenneth Vose, highway maintenance specialist, La 
Grande. 


Preparation is key to a 
successful winter season 


Continued from page | 


“Most of our folks enjoy the winter season and are 
pretty excited to get started,” said Robert Tolman, 
supervisor of the Ashland Maintenance Section. “But 
after months of putting in long hours and not getting a 
_ lot of sleep, they are again ready for a change.” 

One secret to the department’s past winter success is 
the continual preparation for the winter driving season. 
In the spring and summer, the department stockpiles 
crushed rock, sand and anti-icing chemicals for treating 
slick and treacherous roads typical of an Oregon winter. 
They also inspect equipment and repair damage from 
the wear and tear of the previous season’s use. In the fall, 
equipment and materials are stationed at strategic 
locations in each district, ready to be used at a moment’s 
notice. 

Statewide, the department has more than 1,100 pieces 
of equipment including 650 push plows (trucks with 
detachable blades), 455 sanders and 45 rotary snow 
plows ready to tackle winter’s fury. During a typical 
winter storm, 75 crews, ranging in size from 7 to 10 
people, will work two or three shifts around the clock to 
keep roads drivable. Some crew members are seasonal 
employees or recent retirees brought back into service. 
During the off months, full-time employees perform 
road maintenance work in their local areas. 

The road clearing job is fairly straightforward — 
sanding trucks respond first by spraying a mist of sand, 
rock aggregate or anti-icer over the pavement. They are 
followed by snow plows that scrape snow and ice from 
the roadway. Once snow has accumulated on the 
pavement and is flattened by traffic, graders are often 
used to break up the snow pack. 

In mountain passes, once snow plows have filled the 


highway shoulders with towering walls of snow, rotary 
plows are used to make vertical cuts into the snow 
banks. The plows — which are essentially snow blowers 
that produce a mammoth rooster tail of fine powder as 
they hurl the snow far away from the highway — are 
capable of moving 
2,200 tons of powder 
each hour. 

The department 
typically uses 
more than 
350,000 cubic 
yards of 
sanding material 
each year to increase 
highway safety in 
Oregon. That amount 
may be less this year, as 
the agency attempts to minimize the impact of snow and 
ice removal on fish habitat. For the first time, crews will 
use environmentally safe anti-icers instead of sanding 
material on structures located above rivers and streams. 

The task of keeping Oregon’s highways accessible 
during the winter doesn’t come cheap. Last year, the 
department spent more than $9 million on plowing and 
sanding state highways. In 1994, the cost of snow and ice 
removal was $10.5 million. 

Snow, sleet, wind, rain and ice. The winter of 1995-96 
had them all — with a catastrophic flood for good 
measure. While mother nature won some battles last 
winter, ODOT won the war by proving to Oregonians 
that we don’t let the elements take over the state’s 
transportation system very long. 

Let the snow fly! (Written by Ron Scheele, Region 1 
public information representative, (503) 731-8263.) 9 


Michael Barker 


Ben Purkey 


Caution: Fish crossing 


An article in the September TranScript discussed 
ODOT efforts to cooperate with other state and 
federal agenices involved with restoring fish habitat. 
This month’s article focuses on ODOT design, 
construction and maintenance changes to 
accomodate fish. 

s ODOT responds to the listing of two 
Ake of trout and the coho salmon as 
endangered or threatened, the department will 
still be able to do its job, with modifications, 
according to Deputy Director Ken Husby. 

Husby said one area of concern — with per- 
haps the biggest impact — will be in how ODOT 
designs, installs and maintains culverts that carry 
streams through or alongside highways. 

“Ocean-going fish need to be able to travel 
through culverts to reach upstream spawning 
areas,” Husby said. “Right now we are looking at 
all our culverts in coastal areas. If we find a 
culvert that blocks or impedes the passage of fish, 
we ll have to fix it. That doesn’t mean we'll 
necessarily have to replace it. It just means we'll 
have to find a way to fix it so fish move through 
easily.” 


Design engineers also will face major changes 


when designing highways along sensitive waterways. 


“Our designers will have to use environmen- 
tally sensitive designs that do five things,” Husby 
said. “First they'll have to minimize in-water 
work and stream-side vegetation removal. Next 
they'll have to allow adequate fish passage. Third, 
they'll emphasize bioengineering solutions (such 
as using streamside vegetation planting) for slope 
stabilization rather than simply using riprap. 
Fourth, they have to make sure road surface 
runoff doesn’t flow directly into streams. Finally, 
they have to incorporate effective soil erosion 
control plans.” 


Construction and maintenance changes 
also ahead 


Project managers also will have to change the 
way they do business. 

“Again, the object is minimal impact,” said 
Husby. “That means scheduling projects to avoid 
in-water work during times when migrating fish 
are in the streams. It also means plans, specifica- 
tions and special provisions will have to include 


ODOT retrofits culvert 
for salmon’s sake 


he efforts of a Region 1 Bridge crew has made 
the salmon migration up a Clackamas River 
tributary easier. 

The East Portland Bridge Crew recently retro- 
fitted a culvert under U.S. 26 near Sandy in an 
effort to improve the ability of salmon and other 
fish to migrate up stream. 

The $21,000 pilot project, part of the 
Governor’s Salmon Restoration Initiative, 
included the installation of 27 fish weirs inside a 
480-foot long pipe located 
in an unnamed tributary of 
Tickle Creek, approxi- 
mately three miles west of 
Sandy. The 1-foot weirs — 
notched metal baffles — 
were attached to the 
bottom of the 8-foot- 
diameter culvert to raise 
the water level and reduce 
water velocity within the 
pipe allowing adult fish to 
move up stream to spawn- 
ing areas. 

“Some culverts are too 
steep and too long for fish 
to easily migrate through 
them,” said Richard Beck, a 
transportation environ- 
mentalist for ODOT. “The 
baffles form eddies or 
pools on the sides of the 
culvert giving fish a place to rest while returning 
upstream,” he said. 

As part of the project, ODOT allocated $5,000 
to the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to 
help pay for improvements down stream from 
the culvert. That work, expected to be completed 
this fall, will include building two small check- 
dams made of logs to improve water flow levels 
on the downstream side of the culvert. 

Other fish species expected to benefit from the 
project include winter steelhead, cutthroat and 
rainbow trout. 

Beck said the department will continue to look 
for opportunities during the preliminary scoping 
stages of projects to design culverts that enhance 
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Metal baffles placed inside a culvert create small pools for fish to rest in as 
they migrate upstream. 


fish passage. Other culverts around the state are 
being identified and placed on a priority list for 
improvements. 

“We are committed to changing our culvert 
design practices and retrofitting existing fish- 
sensitive culverts as funding allows,” Beck said. 

The department has allocated $500,000 to 
retrofit culverts and fund other fish-friendly 
projects. (Written by Ron Scheele, Region 1 public 
information representative, (503) 731-8263.) 7 


fish-related conservation and mitigation mea- 
sures. And project managers will have to make 
sure contractors use environmentally sensitive 
best management practices. 

Major changes also are in store for maintenance 
crews. 

“We already have adopted aquatic-related best 
management practices in our Maintenance 
Management System Water Quality Review and 
our Integrated Pest Management Policy. Our 
maintenance crews will have to make sure they get 
the proper permits whenever we need to do in- 
water work, or when we dredge or fill in streams or 
wetlands. We don’t yet know the full impact of the 
listings, but the National Marine Fisheries Service 
and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
may require special maintenance practices in 
particularly sensitive locations.” 

“The point I'd like everyone to remember,” said 
Husby, “is we will be able to continue the major- 
ity of our activities. Yes, we will have to make 
some changes, but we will still be able to maintain 
our highway system, even in sensitive areas.” 

“Design changes will drive up the costs of some 
projects, and we might have to take a closer look 
at projects where we would have to build a bridge 
instead of using a culvert. But I don’t see that 
happening in a lot of cases.” 

“We're still in business along these streams, and 
we ll continue to be. I’m confident we can 
continue to build and maintain highways and 
conform to both the letter and intent of the 
Endangered Species Act.” (Written by Dave Davis, 
Regions 2 and 3 public information representative, 
(503) 986-3426.) 9 


Prine returns 
from inspectors 
competition 


CC A wonderful experience” is how Jerry 

Prine, Hood River motor carrier enforce- 
ment officer, described the 1996 International 
Inspectors Competition held in Ohio. 

Prine represented Oregon at the safety compe- 
tition, which drew participants from the United 
States, Canada and Mexico. Although Prine did 
not finish in the top 10, he said the West was well 
represented by competitors from Idaho, Wash- 
ington and California who placed in various 
categories. 

“Everyone benefits from the competition,” 
Prine said. “I met many top-notch inspectors and 
learned a lot of new things.” 

Next year’s competition will be held in Minne- 
apolis, Minn. Oregon is starting to plan the state 
challenge competition for spring 1997. Prine 
encouraged ODOT inspectors to prepare for next 
year’s competition. w 
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